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SUNDAY READINGS: 

 

 Isaiah 60: 1-6  “Rise up in splendor for your light has come”  Gold & Frankincence 
 

 Psalm 72:  “Lord Every Nation on earth will adore you.” 
 

 Ephesians 3: 2-6 – Paul speaks of the “Stewardship of God’s grace given to him for 

the benefit of the church.” 
 

 Matthew 2: 1-12 -  Story of the Magi.         Star,  a sign to follow!! 
            Father Alfred Delp: So few see the star today – so few really looking for it.   

 

 Father Michael Scanlon passing 

 

January 8, 2017 POGC Gathering Readings and Words (Summary notes) and Sharings 

 

Ps 27:  Main ideas:  Trust in God, the Lord is my refuge, have no fear, trust, dwell in the house of the Lord, 

conceal me in His tent, you are my helper, the Lord will receive me, lead me on a level path, I will see the 

bounty of the Lord in the land of the living.  Be stout hearted and wait for the Lord.   

Sharing:  Sharing on the gospel reading for today (Epiphany) Mt 2:1-22.  What stands out is the hospitality of 

Our Lady to total strangers.  Mary give us a hospitable heart.  What also stands out is the attempted hijacking of 

true worship by Herod.  Sometimes orders and ministries may resist true worship of individuals within the 

church. 

 

Sharing:  Acts 17:22-31:  Christ is presented in a speech to the areopagus (public square in Athens).  They 

scoffed (called him a magpie) and said they must hear him some other time.  As in Jn 12:37-40 there was 

unbelief in the person of Jesus by the Jews, they also rejected Jesus because they “preferred the praise of men to 

the glory of God”.  In Jn 6:12 the Bread of Life discourse where the Jews murmured that this is too hard and 

walked away, but Peter said “Lord, to whom shall we go?” 

Thank you Lord that we have the grace to believe in you and see the star. 

 

Sharing:  It took 2 years for the Magi to see Jesus but the poor shepherds saw Jesus immediately.  Sometimes it 

is easier for us to have an Epiphany when I am more vulnerable (sick weak poor fearful etc.).   We can feel the 

presence of Jesus sometimes in our darkest hours.  The Lord’s presence is more evident to us in the dark pit or 

in dark times.  Examples of dark places may be the tomb before resurrection, the manger for the incarnation, 

and the lion’s den for Daniel’s protection by God.  We should thank Him for dark things that happen because 

we can be more receptive to Him when we are in trouble, we may hear more clearly. 

 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL GATHERING Sunday, January 8, 2017 

EPIPHANY of the Lord 
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                                               SUNDAY READINGS: 

 

 Sirach 15: 15-20  Like Joshua CHOICE! “If you choose the commandments, 

they will save you  IF YOU TRUST IN GOD YOU TOO SHALL LIVE, he has set 
before you fire & water.. life & death… good & evil     (How do we choose each 
day, each moment?) 

 

 Psalm 119:  “Blessed are they who follow the Lord.!” 

“Whom have I in Heaven but you O Lord” – Your Law is my delight – I will trust 
the Lord my God”   
 

You alone O Lord have the words of everlasting Life! 

 1 Corinthians 2: 6-10 – Paul says “we speak a wisdom not of this age….rather we 

speak God’s wisdom.”  What eye has not seen & ear has not heard, and what 
has not entered the human heart – what God has prepared for those who love 
him - - - THIS GOD HAS REVEALED TO US THROUGH THE SPIRIT!” 

 

 Matthew 5: 17-37 -  THE LAW & THE HEART GO HAND IN HAND!.          

“I tell you unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes & Pharisees, 
you will not enter the Kingdom of Heaven.” 

o Gift at the Altar 
o Withhold help to parents to give to Sanhedren 
o Killing vs hate 
o Adultry vs. lust 
 

            Father Alfred Delp:   RIGHTEOUSNESS THAT SURPASSES! 

 

We have taken the wrong road if we think we can change the world without God… 
our empirical evidence of humanity has demonstrated little but weakness, 
incapacity, and extreme helplessness… our dissatisfaction with the conditions of 
our earthly existence is deep seated and constantly impels us to venture to try to 
improve our way of life.”   Despite “high ideals and work for this realization … we 
will recognize in fact that we can do nothing on our own.  Left to ourselves, we 
are incomplete, not quite human.  God is that part of the definition of a human, 
inner unity with God, this is the primary condition for a fulfilled and successful 
life.  The decision to recognize this is the GREATEST that can be made and the 
ONLY ONE that will rescue us from the chaos in which we are involved.”  

GENERAL GATHERING Sunday, February 12, 2017 

6th Sunday of Ordinary Time (Sat 2/11/17 was World Day of the Sick) 

JPII 1992 – Our Lady of Lourdes -  
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 (Sat 2/11/17 was World Day of the Sick) 

JPII 1992 
 

 Saturday, February 18, Official 50th Anniversary of CCR – Special Program at 
the Ark & the Dove (I sent e-mail from Deacon Darrell) 

 

 HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS POPE JOHN PAUL II – Walt e-mail 

BEATIFICATION OF FRANCISCO AND JACINTA MARTO  

SHEPERDS OF FATIMA 

Saturday, 13 May 2000 
Fátima  - -  Celebration on February 20 (Jacinto Death in 1920) Novena Starting Today) 

February 12, 2017 POGC Gathering Readings and Words (Summary notes) and Sharings 

 

Is 11:15-16:  Main ideas:  “the Lord will dry up the Red Sea.  There shall be a highway for the remnant.  Your 

(God’s) anger has abated.  God is my Savior, I am confident and unafraid.   With Joy you will draw water from 

the fountain of salvation.  Great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.    

Word:  “ Are you willing to listen and speak my word?” Are you willing to be doers of the word? 

 

James: 1:19:  “be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger.  Receive with meekness the word with its 

power to save you.  Be doers of the word.  Look into the perfect law of liberty, be a doer who acts.  Blest will 

this man be in whatever he does.” 

 

Repeat Sharing:  (Exhortation by Bob V.)  

- Nothing is gained without struggle  

- We need to grow in holiness  

- we need to use the gifts for the church  

- We need to go on offense, break out (of the huddle) and do (God’s will).  

 

Sharing:  God will make a highway for us to be “doers.” 

 

Sharing:  It can be easy to be doers, but hard to discern the will of God. What God wants me/us to do.  Jesus 

knew the perfect will of the God, not us so much.  Jesus knew what God wanted Him to do and he did it even 

though few would follow and be saved.   

We should try for the balance between praying/discerning and doing/going on offense.  We need to balance 

communion and mission.  Communion should produce mission and mission should then increase our 

communion.   
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                                    CHANGE - TRANSFORMATION 

 Genesis 12: 1-4a  The Lord said to Abram, “Go forth from the land of your 

kinsfolk & father to a land I will show you.” The Lord told Abram “he would 
be blessed.”   (The Lord tells us too to move out – to a place he will show us). 

 

 Psalm 33:  “Let your mercy be on us as we place our trust in you.!” 

                                                       TASTE & SEE – eyes of the Lord ….. 

o Upright is His word 
o His works are trustworthy 
o His eyes are upon us who fear Him – who HOPE in Him 
o He will deliver and preserve us IN SPITE of the famine 

 

 Second Letter to Timothy 1: 8b-10 –  “Bear your share of hardship with 

the strength that comes from God.”  “He calls us to a holy life, not according 
to our works, but his design THROUGH GRACE….”      

                           Calls us to holiness - TRANSFORMATION 
 

 Matthew 17: 1-9 -  TRANSFIGURATION         
 

 We have seen some things that have been truly amazing & miraculous in 
our lives  

 We go BEYOND – DO NOT STAY   move on through grace 
 Cooperate with grace – as in Baptism (Fr. Nash) ineffective otherwise 
 We have seen transformations in our community relationships 
 

            Father Raniero Cantalamessa:    
 

 Eschatological Transfiguration at the end of time – 

us/cosmos/Church 
 It’s a PROMISE to us 
 It is through contemplation that we can enter into this mystery to make 

it OURS – To PARTICIPATE in it! 
 

HOW DO WE PARTICIPATE? -------------  Fuller discussion later 

 
 

                        PRAISE AND WORSHIP OF GENERAL GATHERING 
 

GENERAL GATHERING Sunday, March 12, 2017 

2nd Sunday of Lent 
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March 12, 2017 POGC Gathering Readings and Words (Summary notes) and Sharings 

 

Rm 12:2:  Main ideas:  “Do not conform yourselves to the world, but be transformed by the renewal of your 

minds so that you will be able to judge what is God’s will, what is good, pleasing and perfect.”    

Word:  Seek His will, plan and purpose.  He chose us, not we Him, He called us for a purpose. 

Vision of streams of grace from heaven, named: Love, Peace, Joy, Patience, Kindness and His Purpose.  He has 

chosen us for His purpose. 

 

2 Cn 12:7-10:  He has given me a thorn in the flesh to keep me from getting proud.  I begged the Lord for this 

to leave but He said to me, “My grace is enough for you.”  I am content with weakness for Christ, for when I 

am powerless, then I am strong.   

 

Ps 27: (main ideas) Trust in God in times of distress.  Have no fear.   I will dwell in the Lord’s house.  He will 

hide me in His shelter high on a rock.  He will hear me when I call.  You are my help and protection.  I will 

enjoy the Lord’s presence in the land of the living.  Wait for the Lord.   

 

Nahum 1:7-8:  The Lord is good, a strong hold on the day of distress. He will end His adversaries.   

 

TEACHING! – Fuller Discussion 

                             

 Move on.  (Peter/James/John) 

 Not just build the Booths to stay & celebrate  
 Get out of the UPPER ROOM 

 As Father Nash said, ACT on the grace!         

 Don’t be overwhelmed! – 2 Corinthians from Joyce: “In weakness His 

grace is enough.” 
 Apostles fell prostate and were very much afraid – we too can get 

overwhelmed and afraid – we never want to stop being transformed – 
growing in holiness 

 I can’t do this!  
 “Be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect!” 

 Look for Heavenly Transformation – not worldly 

transformation ---  Romans 12:2 from Jim - “Do not allow your 

minds to be conformed to this age, but let your mind be ruled by 
His Spirit.” 
 Lenten Message of Pope Francis 

 How was the rich man who came across vs. encountered  

Lazarus – he was transformed by the world 
 Vices – worldly allurement of power – pleasure - prestige 
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 Fear – impossible task for me - - - YES IT IS 

 As Psalm 33 said – Trust His word & have HOPE in Him – Psalm 

27 from Liz – Naham 1:7-8 from Val  “Confidence in the Lord” 

 See things as  HOW THEY CAN BE TRANSFORMED, not as they are 

 “There are those that look at things the way they are, and 

ask why?   I dream of things that never were, and ask why 

not?”  

 We Participate now in the CCR Jubilee – what 

transformations necessary? – Look at a NEW BANNER of 

topics as related to Liz’s Banners of Fruit of the Spirit 
Love-peace-joy-patience-purpose 
 Forgive debts - set captives free – return things - - - 

RECONCILIATION 

 Rest – Sabbath – time to contemplate/remember what God has done 

 Hold a feast – Be JOYFUL – THE PROMISE OF THE TRANSFIGURATION 

IS HOPE IN THE FUTURE!!! – Psalm 27 – Liz  “He Chose us!”  Praise the 
Lord with shouts of Joy” 

 FR. CANTALAMESSA - ISAIAH 41:  LUKE 4:18 “The Spirit of the 

Lord is Upon Me.”  JESUS IS THE JUBILEE - -  JESUS IS THE 
TRANSFIGURATION OF THE CHURCH-MAN-COSMOS –  

 We in the CCR “live out our Baptism in the Holy Spirit” in a “lifestyle 
of the Spirit”     ROMANS 12:12 – Do not conform yourselves to this age 
but be transformed by the renewal of your mind….  YEA MY LIFE!!! 

 
 
 

 

                                   Gathering Song:  Hosanna   

                                       SUNDAY READINGS: 

                Jesus Procession into Jerusalem: Matthew 21: 1-11 

 Isaiah 50: 4-7  “The Lord has given me a well trained tongue, that I might 

know how to speak to the weary, a word that will rouse them.  Morning after 
morning he opens my ear that I may hear; and I have not rebelled, have not 
turned back.  I gave my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who 
plucked my beard, my face I did not shield from buffets and spitting.” 

 

           GENERAL GATHERING Sunday, April 9, 2017 

PALM SUNDAY 
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 Psalm 22:  “My God, My God, why have you abandoned me?” 

    “All who see me scoff at me… He relied on the Lord, let Him rescue him...  
     pierced my hands & feet… divided my garments … for my vestments they  
     cast lots… “                                           

 

 Letter to the Philippians 2: 6-11 –  “His name was divine, yet He did not  

Cling to equality with God, but emptied himself becoming obedient to the point 
of death, death on a cross… Because of this God greatly exalted Him bestowing 
on Him the name above all names, Jesus, for which every knee shall bend & 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord…” 
 

                            

 PASSION according to Matthew 26: 14-27 - - -  27:66         
 

GATHERING PRAISE AND WORSHIP 
(Extended Time for Praise & Worship – No Teaching) 

 

 MUSIC:    Hosanna (Paul Baloche),  We Sing Your Mercy, Jesus You Are Lord, Sorrow 

                    & Glory 

 Litany of Repentance for Lent – Prayers of intercession for:  Unity, absent 

members, those away from the church, for our country and its leaders, to take advantage of 
the grace of the season, for those who recently died, for our pastors, victims of violence 
throughout the world, for all those who will only come to church this Easter Sunday. 
 

 Song:  Have Mercy On Me O God 

 Time of Sharing: 

 Psalm 103: “Bless the Lord O my soul and all my being bless His holy name. Bless the Lord 
O my soul, forget not all his benefits; He pardons all your iniquities, he heals all your ills.  
He redeems your life from destruction, he crowns you with kindness and compassion, he 
fills your life with good; your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.  The Lord secures justice 
and the rights of the oppressed.  He has made know his ways to Moses, and his deeds to the 
children of Israel.  Merciful and gracious is the Lord, slow to anger and abiding in kindness.  
He will not always chide, nor does he keep his wrath forever.  Not according to our sins 
does he deal with us, nor does he requite us according to our crimes.  For as the heavens 
are high above the earth, so surpassing is his kindness to those who fear him. As far as the 
east is from the west, so far has he put our transgressions from us.  As a father has 
compassion on his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him, for he knows 
how we are formed; he remembers that we are dust.  Man’s days are like those of grass; 
like a flower of the field he blooms; The wind sweeps over him and he is gone, and his 
place knows him no more.  But the kindness of the Lord is from eternity to eternity toward 
those who fear him, and his justice toward children’s children among those who keep his 
covenant and remember to fulfill his precepts.” 
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 Sharing:  We should realize it is not just our yes, but that God seeks us.  God first loved us.  
When we know the goodness of God, we must continue to realize God is the creator, the 
initiator of all goodness.  When we ask like St Augustine “What does love look like,” we 
come to know it looks like Jesus.  We want to also look like Jesus and carry that to others, 
through his love. 

 

 Vision:  The Lord is looking at us and saying “I want to give you more healing, through my 
words and through my music.”  We should be so thankful that the music we have is filled 
with his word.   

 

 Upcoming Events: (April/May) 

 Wednesday, April 19 ……………………. Eucharistic Adoration 
 Wednesday, April 26 ……………………. Liturgy with Fr. Alvaro 
 Wednesday, May 3 ……………………….  Eucharistic Adoration 
 Saturday, May 6 …………………………..  Catholic Men’s Conference 
 Sunday, May 7 ……………………………..  Community General Gathering 
 Wednesday, May 10 …………………….  Liturgy with Fr. Aguilar 
 Wednesday, May 17 …………………….  Eucharistic Adoration 
 Saturday, May 20 ………………………..  CCR Formation Day (Topic TBA) 
 

 Closing Song:  Your Grace is Enough 

 

 

 

 

             Sunday, 5/7/17 – 4th Sunday of Easter   

“Good Shepherd Sunday” 
                               Gathering Song: “Shepherd Me O God” 

 

SUNDAY READINGS:                                      
              

 Acts: 2-14a, 36-41  “Let the whole house of Israel know for certain that 

God made both Lord & Christ this Jesus whom you crucified…. They were cut 
to the heart….What must we do?  - Repent & be baptized, every one of you, in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 

 

 Psalm 23:  “The Lord is my Shepherd, there is nothing I shall want! “                                           
 

GENERAL GATHERING NOTES/SHARING/WORDS 
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 1st Peter 2: 20b- 25 –  THE MESSAGE OF SALVATION! “Christ suffered for 

you… He committed no sin …. He bore our sins on the cross so that, free from sin, 
we might live for righteousness…. By His wounds you have been healed.  For you 
had gone astray like sheep, but you have been now returned to the Shepherd & 
guardian of your souls.”   

                            

 John 10: 1-10 -  “Whoever does not enter thru the gate but climbs over 

elsewhere is a thief & a robber…. The Shepherd opens the gate, the sheep hear 
AND RECOGNIZE  his voice…. Shepherd CALLS THEM BY NAME to lead them out…..    
I Am the Gate – whoever enters through me shall be saved!” 

                     Wide path vs. narrow path (Mt 7: 13-14)  

“Enter through the narrow(WIDE) gate. The gate that leads to damnation is 

wide (NARROW), the  road is clear, and (many)FEW choose to travel it.  But 

narrow is the gate that leads to life, how rough the road, and how few there are 
who find it.  
                               (PRESUMPTION) -CCC, n 2092 - TWO kinds 
      1st - Either man assumes UPON HIS OWN CAPACITIES, {hoping to be able  
             to save himself w/out help from on high} or  
      2nd - he presumes upon God’s almighty power or His MERCY {hoping to 
             obtain his forgiveness w/out conversion and glory w/out merit.”) 

                                   

            GENERAL GATHERING PRAISE AND WORSHIP 
 

 MUSIC:    We Are The Sheep of His Flock 927, Hosanna 1027, Garments of Praise 688,  God 

Is My Refuge 668, O Come Let Us Worship 607, ,  

                                                   Words/sharing 

 Isaiah 64: 1-2b, 6-9 – “As when the bushwood is set ablaze, or fire makes the water boil!  

Thus your name would be made known to your enemies & the nations should tremble before 
you, while you wrought awesome deeds we could not hope for….. There is none who call upon 
your name who rouses himself to cling to you; for you have hidden your face from us and have 
delivered us up to our guilt.  Yet, O Lord, you are our Father, we are the clay & you are the 
potter: we are all the work of your hands.  Be not so very angry, Lord, keep not our guilt 
forever in your mind; look upon us, who are all your people.” 

 I Peter 4: 7 – 5: 5 – “The consummation of all is close at hand.  Therefore, do not be 

perturbed; remain calm so that you will be able to pray.  Above all, let your love for one 
another be constant, for love covers a multitude of sins.  Be mutually hospitable without 
complaining.  As generous distributors of God’s manifold grace, put your gifts at the service of 
one another, each in the measure he has received.  The one who speaks is to deliver God’s 
message.  The one who serves is to do it with the strength provided by God.  Thus, in all of you 
God is to be glorified through Jesus Christ: in him be the glory and dominion throughout the 
ages, Amen.  Do not be surprised beloved that a trial by fire is occurring in your midst.  It is a 
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test for you but it should not catch you off guard.  Rejoice instead, in the measure that you 
share Christ’s sufferings.  When his glory is revealed, you will rejoice exultantly.  Happy are 
you when you are insulted for the sake of Christ, for then God’s Spirit in its glory has come to 
rest on you.  See to it that none of you suffers for being a murderer, a thief, a malefactor, or 
a destroyer of another’s rights.  If anyone suffers for being a Christian, however, he ought not 
to be ashamed.  He should rather glorify God in virtue of that name.  The season of judgment 
has begun, and begun with God’s own household. If it begins this way with us, what must be 
the end for those who refuse obedience to the Gospel of God?  And if the just man is saved 
only with difficulty, what is to become of the Godless and the sinner?  Accordingly, let those 
who suffer as God’s will requires continue in good deeds, and entrust their lives to a faithful 
Creator. (Chapter 5).  To the elders among you, I, a fellow elder, a witness of Christ’s 
sufferings and sharer in the glory that is to be revealed, make this appeal.  God’s flock is in 
your midst; give it a shepherd’s care.  Watch over it willingly as God would have you do, not 
under constraint; and not for shameful profit either, but generously.  Be examples to the 
flock, not lording it over those assigned to you, so that when the Chief Shepherd appears you 
will win for yourselves the unfading crown of glory.  In the same way, you younger men must 
be obedient to the elders.” 

 SHARING:  Both readings have a strong connection.  While the first speaks of wanting 

judgment on the wicked, it quickly recognizes the universal sinfulness of all mankind and ends 
with a petition for mercy. The second continues to speak of trial by fire and suffering, even for 
God’s people, maybe even first!  The reading then asks if the season of judgment falls so hard 
on the just, what will become of those disobedient to the Gospel?  In keeping with Our Lady of 
Fatima’s request, we should be praying “especially for those in most need of His mercy.”  We 
need to pray in humility for others in spiritual need, not in self-righteousness.   Another 
consideration connecting to all this was from Luke 12:48 “when much has been given a man, 
much will be required of him.”  That may even include suffering as well as service. 
 
There was other discussion regarding the imagery of the sheep, the gate, the shepherd and the 
meager “wall of stones” that kept many sheep in the pen.  One observation was the Church 
needed to do more for “defense” of the sheep.  While the actions of the Shepherd and the gate 
keepers were important, maybe we need to also address the weakness in the defenses around 
our sheep.  For example, a high wall of catechesis would still be weak without a strong 
foundation of “personal relationship with Christ.”  How can we “hear his voice” when we do not 
know Him?”  Just as the Shepherd needs to be alert and sober, we too need these traits to 
better concentrate on hearing His word in a world of distractions.   

 

TEACHING:   God is calling us too to be “Good Shepherds”  - HOW? 

1. A Good Shepherd Knows What the Sheep Need 

 Individuality 

 Care to know people as individuals with individual needs 

2. A Good Shepherd DEFENDS His Sheep 

 Ephesians 4 

 Tabor Vision – helps others be all they can be 

 Stands Up for them 
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3. A Good Shepherd Offers His Life for His Sheep – Sacrificial Love 

 Footwashing Service Model  

             Master becomes servant/Shepherd becomes the Lamb 

 Selfless Love 

4. A Good Shepherd Models BALANCED LIS for Sheep 

 Prayer 

 Community 

 Sacramental Life 

 Service                         
 

 Upcoming Events: (April/May) 

 Wednesday, May 10 …………………….. Liturgy with Fr. Aquilar 
 Wednesday, May 17 …………………….  Eucharistic Adoration 
 Saturday, May 20 ………………………..  CCR Formation Day BEYOND PENT. 
 Wednesday, May 24 …………………….  NO MASS/ eve of Ascension 
 Monday, May 29 thru June 5 ……..  Gialanella’s in Rome for CCR Jubilee Celebration 
 Saturday, June 3 ………………………..  CCR Pentecost Celebration at St. Nicholas Church 
 Wednesday, June 7 …………………….  Adoration 
 Sunday, June 11 …………….…………..  GG                      
 Wednesday, June 14 ………………….  Mass (Priest TBA) 
 Saturday, June 17 ……………………..  CCR Prayer Breakfast 
 Wednesday, June 21 ………………….  Adoration 
 Sunday, June 25 …………………..…..  CCR Conf. Volunteer Mass/Dinner (Avoca) 4PM 
 Wednesday, June 28 ………………..   Mass (Fr. Alvaro) 

 Closing Song:  Instead of a song, we said a Hail Mary in honor of Our Lady of Fatima 

 

 

               Most Holy Trinity Sunday, 6/11/17 
                               Gathering Song: Holy Holy Holy, verse 3 

 

SUNDAY READINGS:                                     

 

 Exodus 34: 4b-6, 8-9  Moses comes down from Mt. Sinai with the two stone 

tablets. “Having come down in a cloud, the Lord stood w/Moses & proclaimed 
His name, ‘Lord.’ Thus the Lord passed before him & cried out ‘The Lord, the 
Lord, merciful & gracious God, slow to anger & rich in kindness and fidelity’ 
Moses at once bowed down to the ground in worship.  Then he said, ‘If I find 
favor with you O Lord do come along in our company… receive us as your 
own.” 

 Daniel 3:  “Blessed are you O Lord – temple, throne, you who look into the 

depths from your throne, praiseworthy & exalted forever  ….”                                           

GENERAL GATHERING NOTES/SHARING/WORDS 
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II Corinthians 13: 11-13 –  “Brothers & sisters, rejoice.  Mend your ways, 

encourage one another, agree with one another, live in peace and the God of 
love & peace will be with you.  Greet one another with a holy kiss.  … The grace 
of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with all of you.” 

                          

 John 3: 16-18  - “God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in Him might not perish but might have eternal life.  
For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that 
the world might be saved through Him. Whoever believes in Him will not be 
condemned….”   

Gathering Music: 

 Worthy O Worthy is the Lord 
 Glory To God 
 Bless His Holy Name 
 Father, We Adore You 
 All I Want 
 Glorify Thy Name 

 

                             Gathering WORDS           
June 11, 2017 POGC Gathering Readings and Words (Summary notes) and Sharings 

Vision:  Jesus and Mary with children praising around the globe in true brotherhood.  Not the wrong universal 

brotherhood of tolerance which is in confrontation with true brotherhood.  United in a shelter of love.  Prepare 

to be little and live in my love, call on St. Joseph, be my children of true unity. 

Is 4:2-6:  He who remains in Zion will be called holy.  The Lord will create a smoking cloud by day and a light 

by night and a shelter from storms.  

Sharing:  Keep going forward, don’t look to the left or the right, only look to Jesus; don’t look behind or to the 

past, look ahead past the obstacles to being on “holy ground”. 
     

 Upcoming Events: (June/July) 

 Wednesday, June 14 ……………………. Liturgy with Fr, Nash 
 Saturday, June 17 ……………………….. CCR Prayer Breakfast 
 Wednesday, June 21 …………………..  Eucharistic Adoration  
 Wednesday,  June 28 ………………….  Liturgy with Fr. Alvaro 
 Wednesday, July 5  …………………….  Eucharistic Adoration 
 Sunday, July 9 …….……………………..  Community General Gathering 
 Wednesday, July 12 ..………………….  Liturgy with (TBA) 

 Friday, July 14 …………………………….  Community Anniversary Dinner (6 – 10pm) $15 

 Wednesday, July 19  ………………….  Eucharistic Adoration 
 Thur – Sunday July 20-23 ………….   NSC Conference in Pittsburgh 
 Fri – Sunday, Aug 4-6 ………………..   CCR Scranton Conference (N0 Mass July 26) 

 Closing Song:  I Will Sing of the Mercies 
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                       14th Ordinary Time -  Sunday, 7/9/17 
 

SUNDAY READINGS:                                     

Gather Song:  Come To Me”  #842 
 

 Zachariah 9:9-10  “Rejoice heartily. O Daughter Zion, shout for joy O 

Daughter Jerusalem!  See, your King shall come to you – a just Savior is He, meek 
and riding on an ass … He shall banish the chariot… the horse… and the warrior’s 
bow…  and shall proclaim peace to the nations….” 

   Fr. Dan Toomey:  We know the ending!!!! 
 

 Psalm 145:  “I will extol you my God and King and praise your name forever- 

every day I will bless you  ….”     Why we gather today! 
 

 Romans 8: 9, 11-13   “Brothers & sisters: You are not in the flesh; on the 

contrary, you are in the Spirit….  If the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from 
the dead dwells in you, the one who raised Jesus from the dead will give life to 
your mortal bodies also, through his Spirit that dwells in you…”                                  
Fr. Robert Barron: 

 Seems at first like Gnosticism – put aside, denigrate the body-glory in 
spirit only 

 Spirit of God doesn’t denigrate the body but “elevates it” “If the Spirit 
of the one who rose Christ Jesus from the dead…..”    TRANSFIGURATION 
– TABOR VISION 

 Therefore, not separating mind & body to abandon first and exalt the 
second, but PUT BOTH UNDER CONTROL of divine love! 

                          

 Matthew 11: 25-30  - “I give praise to you Father…. For although you have 

hidden these things from the wise & the learned, you have revealed them to 
little ones… Yes Father, such has been your gracious will – TO KNOW YOU”    
RELATIONSHIP 

    Come to me, all who labor and are burdened ….” 

SUMMARY: 

 Rejoice JUBILATE! 

 Be Transfigured – Allow body & soul to be under the power the HS – A 
LIFESTYLE OF P & W 

 We know the ending  - - - HOPE 

 When troubled – “Come to Him”     Remember – we are in RELATIONSHIP 
 

GENERAL GATHERING NOTES/SHARING/WORDS 
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                Gathering Music: 
 Psalm 145  #62 
 Put On Jesus Christ  #422 
 Garments of Praise #688 
 Hosanna #1026 
 I Want To Be Holy #623 
 We Give Thanks #868 

                             Gathering WORDS           
July 9, 2017 POGC Gathering Readings and Words (Summary notes) and Sharings 

Is 41:1-10:  Keep silent and wait for my words.  “You Israel, fear not I am with you.  I will strengthen and 

uphold you with my right hand of justice. 

Sharing:  The King shall come to banish the warrior and bow.  Judgment will come.  He is with us and we will 

always have that hope in Him. 

1Cn 15:50-end:  The Spirit transfigures the flesh.  All of us are to be changed, we shall be changed from 

corruptibility to incorruptibility, from mortality to immortality.  Be steadfast, fully engaged in the work you are 

doing for me. 

Sharing on Don Bosco miracle, reflection on the gospel of the yoke of Jesus and His provision for us, bearing 

our burdens.  There is joy in the yoke of Jesus.  He helps us in the ordinary things of life.   

Ex 14: 10-14:  Be still and I will fight for you. 

Sharing on Eucharist:  Vinny Flynn the Seven secrets of the Eucharist.  Sacramental vs. Spiritual communion.  

We can make a spiritual communion throughout the day, many times per day.  Ask the Lord to come into your 

heart and soften your heart to accept him.   Reverence is the most important aspect of sacramental communion. 
     

 Upcoming Events: (June/July) 

 Wednesday, July 12 ..………………….  Liturgy with Father Alvaro 

 Friday, July 14 ……………………………. Community Anniversary Dinner (6 – 10pm) $15 

 Wednesday, July 19  …………………..  Eucharistic Adoration 
 Thur – Sunday July 20-23 ………….   NSC Conference in Pittsburgh 
 Wednesday, July 26 …………………..   No Mass 
 Fri – Sunday, Aug 4-6 ………………..   CCR Scranton Conference (N0 Mass July 26) 
 August --------------------------------    No Eucharistic Adoration – We will have Mass 
 

 Closing Song:  We Have A Hope in Jesus NN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NO GENERAL GATHERINGS IN AUGUST/SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 
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               32th Ordinary Time -  Sunday, 11/12/17 
 

SUNDAY READINGS:                                     

Gather Song:  Behold How Good – 4 months!”  #502 
 

 Wisdom 6:12-16  “Resplendent & unfading is wisdom, & she is readily 

perceived by those who love her, and found by those who seek her.  She hastens 
to make herself known….seeking those worthy of her … graciously appears to 
them…!” 

 

 Psalm 63:  “My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.” 
 

 1st Thessalonians 4: 13-18   “We do not want you to be unaware about those 

who have fallen asleep, so that you may not grieve like the rest who have no 
hope… with the trumpet of God the dead will rise, then so who are alive … will 
meet Him in the air… Thus, we shall always be with the Lord … console one 

another with these words!”        (“We Belong to God - #615)                          
                          

 Matthew 25: 1-13  - “The Kingdom of God is like 10 Virgins who took their 

lamps & went to meet the Bridegroom.  Five of them were foolish and five 
were wise….the wise reply “Go to the merchants & buy some for yourselves.” 

 

SUMMARY: 

 God’s Faithfulness – His available truth/wisdom   
o He is faithful to His Word – same yesterday, today, tomorrow 
o His precepts are SURE!  - Our guiding light – lamp to our feet 
o His law should “Be our delight” – They make “The simple wise.” 
 

 We must HUNGER AND THIRST FOR HIM  

o His precepts “Must be DESIRED as purest gold!” 

o Get serious – be SOLD OUT – This should be our MOTIVATOR each 
day 

 

 We must decide - - - NOW  
o Seek the Lord while He may be found 
o with darkness - Abundance of grace in our time  
o The 5 virgins  

 They were not SOLD OUT 
 Wisdom was NOT their desire  - neglect/ignorance/laziness 

“They may have heard the word, but it was choked off.” 

GENERAL GATHERING NOTES/SHARING/WORDS 
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 Enjoyed the “membership” in community more than the 
“mission” of the community 

 Their oil was the “interior lamination” of the Spirit  Do we 
today know more ABOUT the Spirit than knowing Him 
personally? 

 

 Are You Ready?  Do You Have Hope?   The 10 Virgins 
o Is this readiness and Hope REFLECTED in our lives?  Does the 

interior illumination SHINE for all to see? 
o Are your bags packed? – God’s checklist, Micah 6:8  Fr. Paisley 

 To act justly  

 In accord with truth – Justice  

 But speak it with compassion/mercy 
 Love tenderly 

 Steady, Selfless, Sacrificial  
 Walk humbly with God 

 Ephesians 4 “Gracious Speech” 

 Servant love and leadership 

 I must decrease, you must increase 
o Practical Note – My desert experience – get something ready 

 

                Gathering Music: 
 Behold How Good #502    Gather Song 
 Faithful is Our God #709             
 Whom Have I IN Heaven #528 
 Mercy Is Falling 
 In The Secret #1015 
 All I Want #302               
 You I Seek #860 
 I Want To Be Holy #623 
 I Stand in Awe/I will Magnify #938-9 
 The Lord is Blessing Me Right Now 
 

                             Gathering WORDS   
  

Word:  Press into my mother.  I’ve accomplished more by your love and unity than any works you can do.  

Don’t envy other’s accomplishments.  Thank me for this love and unity.  A new generation will come, your 

children and grandchildren, you will not be disappointed.  Thank you for your love, your love has extended the 

time of mercy.  You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation…  

Vision:  The Lord enthroned in a royal robe.  The Lord’s anointing is on us, open up and receive in this special 

time.  Song, The Lord is blessing me right now. 

Sharing:  Nothing compares to the promises of the Lord.  True wisdom is the knowledge of the wise, go forth 

and live life in great confidence for the Lord is with you, you shall not be put down. 
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 Upcoming Events: (Nov/Dec) 

 Wednesday, November 15 ..…………  Liturgy with Father Alvaro 
 Saturday, November 18 ……………….  Full Armor @ Gate of Heaven Church 7PM 
 Saturday, December 2 ………………….  CCR Christmas Breakfast 9-11 
 Wednesday, December 6  ….………..  Eucharistic Adoration 
 Sunday, December 10 ………………….   General Gathering 
 Wednesday, December 13 ……………  Liturgy with Fr. Aguiler 
 Sunday, December 31 ………………….  Holy Family Sunday Mass  3pm  (Covered Dish) 
 

               

              2nd Sunday of Advent -  Sunday, 12/10/17 
 

SUNDAY READINGS:                                     

 

 Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11  “Comfort, give comfort to my people….her service is at an 

end, her guilt is expiated; indeed DOUBLE …. A voice cried out in the wilderness – 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord.’ Make straight the wasteland-fill in the valley – lay 
low mts & hills, - Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all people 

shall see it TOGETHER; Go up to top of mt and cry out at the top of your voice – 

HERE IS YOUR GOD”                                       (Blow the Trumpet) 
 

 Psalm 85:  “Lord, let us see your kindness, & grant us your salvation.” 

                 Kindness & truth shall meet        Mixing Advent with thoughts of 2nd Coming 

                       Justice & peace shall kiss 

 

 2 Peter 3: 8-14   “Do not ignore this one fact, 1 day is like a thousand yrs – the 

Lord does not delay his promise.  He is patient – waiting for all to come to 
repentance -  The day of the Lord will come as a thief = be eager to be found 
without spot or blemish, at peace…”                             

                          

 Mark 1: 1-8  - “Mark IDs John the Baptist by repeating Isaiah 40 - ‘Behold I 

am sending a messenger to prepare the way… John himself claims more 
worthy that he – I baptized w/water – He will baptize with the Holy Spirit!” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GENERAL GATHERING NOTES/SHARING/WORDS 
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SUMMARY: 

1. Be Prepared  - for this Advent(now) and the second coming (future) 
o We don’t know time (thief)  - Once saved-always saved! 
o Make straight in your life …. NOW!    Mathew 20 “Laborers in 

Vineyard” 
        Fr. Barron’s Reflection:   “If you knew the time, you might try 
work 
                                                for salvation at the last hour.” 
o Evangelize – Cry out from mt top – NOW (Blow the Trumpet) 
o Clearer vision-Make straight - We will see indiv/collect –in our unity 

to “make straight” 

2.  Count on the Promises of God 

o His salvation is NEAR to all who fear him     

o Truth shall spring out of the earth 
o Kindness & truth shall meet 
o Justice & peace shall kiss 

3.  Believe He is on time – always (2 Peter) 

4. Understand the Honored/prophesied role of John the Baptist 
 SCRIPTURE: 
 Isaiah 40 voice crying in wilderness – prepare ye the way 
 Malachi 3:23-4 send Elijah - hearts of father to son & son to father 
 Mark 1-8 Today   Mark ID’s John the Baptist as fulfilling Isaiah 40 
 Matthew 17 TRANSF– Jesus answers apostles question – When will 

Elijah come? 
 Indeed, All 4 Gospels ask us to see Jesus through John 

 Humility of John  
 Not worthy to loosen straps of his sandels 
 He must increase, I must decrease 

 
 Preparation/Salvation  
 MIKVAH – Spiritual washing before entering the Temple to be 

blessed by priests who have sacrificed (animals) in your place for 
forgiveness 

 BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT – I came to baptize with water, but 
someone after me will baptize in the fire of the Holy Spirit 

 LAMB OF GOD:  Jesus is the “definitive priest” who will wash 

away our sins          - In the “order of Melchizedek” (Hebrews 7) 
                          - Not from the law a line of men alone 

 Melchizedek just appears – no Levi line 

2 Peter 

Say 

together 

Isaiah 

Psalm 

85 

2 Peter 

Philippians 2:12 

Paul says we should “continue 

to work out your salvation in 

fear & trembling…” 

End game – Thy will be done on earth as  in heaven 

Be patient, be hopeful and confident in His 

promise.  Waiting for ALL to come to repentence. 

John says “time 

to go beyond” 

John says NEW 

TRANSITION 
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 Jesus was a high priest from Judah not Levi 
             Again – John emphasizes this transition 

                Gathering Music: 
 O Come O Come Emanuel    Gather Song 
 Mighty One of Israel #956 (Medley) Blow Trumpet #503 New Song #959          
 Make Way #520 
 Shine Jesus Shine #771 
 Exodus XV #828           
 Glory #789 
 Let Us Come and Bow Down #323 as meditation song during sharing time 

                             Gathering WORDS   
Word:  Our eyes are fixed on Jerusalem.  The psalms and prophesies will be fulfilled.  Rejoice for the new 

evangelization will include my people.  Falsehood will be uncovered.  Grace will be abundant for many to 

believe.  There will be a miracle of unity. 

Reading:  Is 66: 10-14:  Rejoice with Jerusalem.  I will spread prosperity over her.  As a mother comforts her 

son, I will comfort you. 

Sharing:  Today’s readings for mass major theme includes:  Comfort give comfort to my people.  The Lord 

speaks tenderly. 

Sharing:  There will be a miracle of healing and reconciliation in families.  We are in a new time of grace.  The 

enemies of God will see a boomerang effect.  

Reading:   Galations 6: 7-10:  You reap what you sow.  Either in the flesh or in the spirit.  Don’t be deceived by 

what is against God.  He will not be mocked.  Don’t grow weary of doing good, especially to those in the 

household of faith. 

Mediation Song:  Let us come and bow down before our God and King. 

Reflection:  On Isaiah and from Saint Pope John Paul II:  The church sees the family as the domestic church 

which elevates and evangelizes the culture to salvation.   

 

 Upcoming Events: (Nov/Dec) 

 Tuesday, December 12 ……………….. Meeting of POG Council 
 Wednesday, December 13 ……………  Liturgy with Fr. Aguilar 

Sunday, December 31 ………………….  Holy Family Sunday Mass  3pm  ( 

CLOSING SONG  –  PREPARE YE THE WAY 


