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HISTORY OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD COMMUNITY 
 

In the early 1980’s, Martin Hudak and his wife Louise began to discern whether or not they should be 

instrumental in bringing Covenant Community to the Northeastern area of Pennsylvania (two hours north of 

Philadelphia).  Martin was a Mathematics Instructor at King’s College and Louise was an area high school 

home economics teacher. Both were members of a large prayer group at the college.  During these early 

years, Martin and Louise visited various expressions of Covenant Community throughout the United States.  

The Community was born in the summer of 1984 when Martin and Louise invited several couples to their 

home for dinner and the Community discernment process began.   
 

 
 

The first Coordinator was Martin, assisted by Ted Mike.  For the first year, the group prayed for a name.  

Through Scripture, words of mercy, light of faith to others, becoming a chosen people, kept coming.  

Finally, through 1 Peter 2:9, the Community received it’s name. 

 

 

 

(Picture 1: Martin and Louise 

Hudak and Father Leo McKernan, 

Spiritual Advisor for the POG.  Fr. 

Leo, a diocesan, parish priest, still 

serves in that capacity. 
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        “ You, however, are a ‘chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people He 

claims for His own to proclaim the glorious works’ of the One who called you from darkness 

into his wonderful light.  Once you were no people, but now you are God’s people, once there 

was no mercy for you, but now you have found mercy.” 

 

Therefore, in late 1985, the Community was named “The People of God Community of NE Pennsylvania.”   

                                                                                                                 
 

The particular charism of the Community was family life and evangelization..  The make up of the 

Community was basically of large families, and we quickly became focused on marriage and family life as 

we learned more about this from Church teachings presented by our Community leaders.  Some of our early 

ministries were Men’s and Women’s Monthly Breakfasts and Retreat Weekends, as well as “Couples for 

Christ Households” and Marriage in the Holy Spirit Weekends.  Our families came together at a summer 

camp each year (for almost 30 years)  for a week of “Re-creation” together.  

 

   
 

Picture 2:  Early General 

Gathering of the POG 

Community 

(Picture 3: Re-creation Camp 

from 1990’s with then Bishop 

James Timlin).   
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As the mid 1990’s approached, the Community had grown to about twenty-five families and a few single 

members.  It was during that time of the early 1990’s that the Community leadership, still with Martin as 

our founding and continuing coordinator, took up the task to investigate the newly formed Catholic 

Fraternity.  Our leaders had been going to International Fraternity meetings since the early 1990’s.  

Following that desire, and with the assistance of other US communities in the Fraternity, we finally put in 

place our “Statutes” which were approved by Bishop James Timlin in December of 1994.  One of our 

leaders, Glenn Yanik (who later followed Martin as our second coordinator) was key to this 

accomplishment.  Glenn, a lawyer, worked tirelessly to see that The People of God Community was now 

“recognized as a private association of the faithful” in the Diocese of Scranton, in accordance with Canon 

Law. With our statutes approved, the People of God Community became underway members of the Catholic 

Fraternity in 1996.  One of the readings on the Sunday in Rome as they announced our Community 

membership was “1 Peter 2:9.”   (Where we received our name) What a confirmation it was for us.   

 
 

Also during this time of joining the Fraternity, Martin and Louise stepped out in faith, sold their home and 

purchased the vacant St. Francis Retreat House and renamed it the Holy Family Spiritual Renewal Center.  

The thirteen bedroom facility also had a chapel, kitchen, dining area, lounge, large meeting room and 

several small “study” rooms.   The Community immediately began to support them by making it the 

Community Center for all meetings and hosting several retreats there.  The Retreat Center is now operated 

by Marty’s son Michael and his wife Joyce, both members of the Community 
 

.    
 

Picture 5:  Holy Family 

Spiritual Renewal Center) 

 

Picture 4:  Early Picture of Fraternity 

Meeting  in Fiuggi, Italy, 2004.  Our 

Founder Martin, his wife Louise and Joyce 

Hudak (right of Marty) pose with members 

of the “The Lord’s Flock” Community from 

the Philippines. 
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In spite of this, in comparison to other communities, we were by far still the smallest.  As we began to 

experience some challenges in our community and view our accomplishments in the shadow of many of the 

larger communities of the world, some of us expressed the concern that maybe we did not belong in the 

Fraternity.  Maybe we were not as accomplished and gifted as the other communities. When our Community 

was given FULL status two years later at the 1998 Fraternity meeting in Rome, the Gospel reading was 

Matthew 25: 13-30, known as “The Parable of the Talents.”  Again we felt blessed by God as confirmed by 

His Scripture that very day.  For the People of God while, not many talents, may be just that “one talent,” a 

gift nonetheless to be multiplied and shared for God’s glory! 

 

Another very significant event for our Community happened in 2003, when several of us attended a 

Regional Fraternity Meeting hosted by the Alleluia Community in Augusta Georgia (USA).  A powerful, 

prophetic word from that meeting concerned “sharing our children” within communities for the sake of the 

Kingdom.  We believed a new bonding with the Mt. Zion Community from Michigan was a confirmation of 

this word.  Our community sent several or our young people to spend a year with their community to be part 

of their “Youth to Youth Evangelization.”  When they returned to our Community, they were the foundation 

of our own “People of God Youth Evangelization Team” that served our diocese for almost eight years 

providing confirmation retreats. Several years later, we even had a marriage between a member of  their 

Youth to Youth Team and one of our young people who served with them.  (Daniel Schmit and Juliana 

Babetski). 
 

.   

Unfortunately, the new millennium also brought unexpected challenges to our unity.  We, like many other 

communities, experienced division and the pain of separation.  I believe we were not pro-active enough in 

protecting the relationships built over the years.  Misunderstandings, hurt feelings, and some reluctance to 

deal more directly with these issues resulted in the Community membership being reduced to about a dozen 

members.  It was during this time of re-evaluation and re-commitment that I have become the third 

individual Moderator of the People of God Community.  We began meeting more with Weekday Mass and 

Eucharistic Adoration.  We genuinely re-committed to sharing our lives again together in a deeper way.  We 

interceded together for our families, our Community, and other needs on our Eucharistic Adoration nights. 

With the loving support and guidance from our sister Fraternity communities in the United States and a 

Picture 6:  POG Youth 

Evangelization Team serving at 

a diocesan Confirmation 

Retreat 
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revived commitment of love and unity from their leaders,  we are just beginning to enjoy some of the 

excitement and enthusiasm and committed relationships of earlier times.  In this year of Mercy, we are 

experiencing several “reconciled relationships” and have seen several people become Associate Members of 

the Community for the first time in over fifteen years!  There is a sense of optimism and expectant faith that 

permeates our community today.  While we have remained active within our Diocesan CCR programs, we 

are now stepping out again in ministry that brings us back to offering retreats, working in ecumenical 

partnerships, and reaching out to the marginalized by offering  Life in the Spirit Seminars for the homeless. 

We are even hosting the “Catholic Fraternity Leaders Meeting of the United States this April 15-17! 

 

I want to close with Scripture that encouraged our Community after we had been through that tough time of 

separation and misunderstanding.  Hopefully, it can be a source of inspiration for other communities going 

through a painful period.  In Isaiah 49: 1-6, the writer states “Though I thought I had toiled in vain, 

and for nothing, uselessly spent my strength. Yet my reward is with the Lord, my recompense 

is with my God.  For now the Lord has spoken who formed me as His servant from the womb 

…. I will make you a light to the nations….”  Again in Hebrews 6:10-11, Paul’s reflection tells us 

“God is not unjust; He will not forget your work and the love you have shown Him by your 

service, past and present, to His holy people.  Our desire is that each of you show that same 

zeal to the end, fully assured of that which you hope.”   

 

 

                               

(Picture 7: Present POG Moderator 

Jimmy Gialanella w/Fraternity President 

Gilberto Barbosa of Brazil 

 

 


